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Rum
mixing it up

Continued from page 77

Canbean, and maybe particu
la iy af Cuba, once the home
of Bacardi, nowe the home of
Havana Club and also whem
sorme af the best-known rum
cocklails ariginated |n:|i,.,_-.'|n§
the Cuba | bre, the r“.-.-'|||:||_||n
and Lhe |".-'|-::-|-1-::-

Apart froem the main whife
rum from Bacardi — s Carla
Blanca, which is the wookds
blHHH‘\.' selling spint but which
# jusk one of several mems in an
extensive Bacardi range - the
Bt ko rurms in Scotland
Eachede O, Black Heart,
Watson's and Havana Club

But one of the most Interast-
ing developments on the rum
sceng i the growth of smaller
brands and specialst rums.,

And SLTM spoke to some of
the firms invobved in the pro
actson and distribulion of
thame rurms

Cine of the biggest playery
arnang the 5|:r|;'r_i.1.li'.1'-. is lamai
casl "."l.l'r.a!.-' & Mephews,

it's Iiilgnhlp brand Apgpleton
Estake W¥ has Erowen distri-
bution in recent PEars and the
company has been particaifarly
busy in trade educational weork

Brand manager James
Rohinson sand he rhl:ll_lﬂhl: Lhat
overall the UK rum market was
in good health, with pokden
rum leading the way with 10%
year on year volume growth
White rum remains dominant
a5 a maimstream spinit, bt dark
TLm was ‘itnl-"l'".!-!_ to ox p‘."l'iE‘l'PE-E
dedine, he reckoned.

Baoth its golden Appleton
Estate V% and its cverproof
Wray & Mephew White mem
were growing he said particu-
lagly i style and cocktall bars.

“Within the UE, drinking hab-
Its gng E"b,"'.‘ﬁ&th‘."':.' entrendhed
and, as such, changes to con-
sumer perceptions and habits
evolve slowly aver time,” James
cajd.

“Whilst rum is tradstsonal ly
stereatyped as either a naval
drink or a5 & drink anly con-
sumed with cola, Brands wich
& Appleton Estals VWi are
making significan! progress
with regard o educating both
the frade and condemes a-
garding the premium aged
peddden mum market,”

Both Appleton and Wray &
Mephew have ren training diys
for bartenders in Scotiand this
weEar, I'.'I,'.'I,.lr.'|1il1£ them on the
different types and styles ot
rum and on their use in cocdk
tails. Thare are more traming
days plannied for 2006,

And last week Applaton and

specialists

Pictuned, fop, a class in secsion alt the Appletan Acadenmy, a5 Dar sfaft lpann
mane ahout rum. And, abave, W classicnam oom wtene fhens ane szid fo
he nams fhat Lasde of flaml nedes and nams that faste bke islay malt

Wray & Nephew's master
blender, doy Spence. fiew into
Edinburgh from lamaica to hast
a serles of bending sessions for
Scothish bar groups as part of
the educational programme.

According to the firm, golden
rudm o partscwlar 5 having an
INCEeASING presance an the
CoCktall menus,

“We recently ran a survey of
1o bartenders in Scotland, *
sasd lames Rolinsan

“It revealed thal some Scal-
Iwh bartenders Enow more than
100 cocktail recipes reflecting
the prowelh in cockiail culiure, ©
Classic gold ram cockialls e
e Il Tai, dAogila, MLl ard
Voodoo are all growing in pop-
ularity, the company anmes, 1§
reckons the versatiliby of mem
over odher ‘.|'|irir'5. a5 a oockiail
base is a major factor within the
steady prowth of godden rum in
the on-trade

Bt it isn't all about cocktaiks,
there are distinct signs that a

rum aficionado sceme 5 davel-
oping

It may mot vet be as signifi-
cant as malt whisky but rum &
one of those spirts, perhaps a
bit like tequida, which kas lots
of hlddien treasures — different
ctyles and ages, unuswal bat-
tles, rare products and even
scamie stuff just sitting maturing
that semmesnse still has to think
of a purpose for

Maliry Barretl, managing direc-
tor of the Bristel Spirils Compa-
iy has sourced a good number

And they're beginning Lo be
seen in specialisl wine mer-
chamts and off-sales and on the
Back bars of simart bars im0 Ecln
burgh, London and ekewhere

“Wie're not exacthy niche
mare super niche,” he said

The collection, an which more
into is available at the dedi
cated website wiww. classicrum,
OO, COMtams many HEEd sin-
gl estate rums,

The company says there's

much mare to rem than most
people think. And it has set oul
Yo discover rare rums from
every part of the Carlbbean

- from single stills, on astale
last in the forests of Eldorade,
aged in oak for ug to 21 years
rixvalling in complexity the great
cognacs and malts.”

The collection which inclsdes
many single still rums, ofien
aged for 12 years and upwards
Is distributed by Londan-based
firm Mekinlay Winlners and
ctockists i Sootland included
Faeburm Fins Wines

But riany of the irm's rums
L] abraad o developing enthu
Lasis' markels in Fe far east
and in Eunope

"Our London-hased distribi-
lor has done a great job in bars
on the cocktall shaker ciecuit,”
John Barrett said.

“I somsetimeas think thal is a
mized blessing, but I'm not
complaining

“We're nog the only one
|:I|1ir||5 thes, Cadenbeads and
Gordon & Macphail also feature
interesting rums. "

Like Aphn Robinson of | Wiray
& I"-I{'phr*w. John Barred] weps
gl:lll:lr'l TUIm s chosng |'|.1r|u_'u|.1r-
|!|| well, But he thinks theres a
place tor all the different types
thosa made im Micara Fa; rurrs
made from frea run cane sugar
juice in the French Canbbean
style, on istands like Martinigue
and the product of the Rocklcoy
54l - close your eyes when you
drink it, he says, and you might
think wou're on Islay.

Bairds Wines is a Scot-
tish stockist of 2 number of
fartinique rhums (the French
spelling) from the La Mauny
range imported by Emponia

The range mdudes: La Mauny
Rhum Blanc Agricole; La Mauny
Ahum Vieux Agricole “Eleve
sows Boks®; and La I".-"-EIJI'I!.-'
Bhum Agricole 8 year old,

Specialist rum contacts

1 Wray & Nephew barbender
education programme, call
OX0 7378 2@58

Bristal Sprit Company
01454 295 BRO
woarwey, classionum, com

La Mauny Martinigua Rhum
Agricole

Bairds Wings

016533 220800

wiww, baknds-wines.co.uk

Emparia
weww.emporiabrands.com




